Promoting clinical practice knowledge in an age of taxonomies and protocols.
The proliferation of classification schemes, practice guidelines, and critical pathways expresses our modern faith in theoretical reasoning and scientific evidence. This mode of knowing is almost universally championed for providing the evidence that will guide and advance nursing practice. The nature and complexity of clinical expertise, however, are misconstrued with the quest to standardize nursing practice. After distinguishing between theoretical and clinical reasoning, several narratives from two interpretive studies of public health nursing practice will illustrate how clinical practice resists theoretical understanding and must be more fully articulated if clinical and ethical reasoning is to be preserved and strengthened.